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Steve takes over. Atthe AGM in December Rob Scriven handed over to
Steve Bibby as Commodore. Steve presented Rob with a barometer in
recognition of his great contribution to the club over the last three years.

N Rob drew attention to the
continuing upgrades that had
been made to the club over
the last few years. He
thanked the team that had
helped him and gave special
thanks to Alison, his wife, for
her support.

Also elected were John
Hancock as Vice Comm,

~ Martyn Garnsey as Rear
Comm Sailing and Gary
Baker as Rear Comm House.
Sue Hancock continues as
Secretary and Race Officer.

The post of treasurer remains
vacant as Alan Wright steps
down after many years of
service. His expertise and effort over such a long period was recognised and
applauded by the assembled members. Alan praised the Finance Committee
for their contribution to the club and this was gratefully acknowledged by the
members. Jill Garnsey takes on the role of Assistant Treasurer.

Steve faced an immediate test leading the debate on the charges for 2012.
Debate was quite animated and there were moments when the reasoning was
clouded by strong feeling. The final vote was decisively in favour but the
discussions may rumble on a while longer.

(?nrbriAef!Eth/vgs Iag‘?egdqo increase the Retired Membership charge to 50% of
YhB KuisMeibBrship dhatg@, €50 (was £28). Otherwise the rise in membership
charges is quite modest: Full/Temporary to £100 (was £98), Assaociate to £25
(was £23), Cadet to £17 (was £16). Country Membership stays at £15.

Through last year the General Committee had to face up to the difficult financial
situation. Last year the moorings income did not cover the charges for the

mooring licences. An increase has now been agreed at the AGM. With an equivalent increase in lay-up and

storage charges there should now be just enough to cover anticipated price rises and
continue the work upgrading the club. There is regret that these increases are necessary
but the charges still give very good value for money compared to any local alternative.

At the AGM there was a call from the
floor suggesting we promote the club to
attract new members and the committee

will study ways to do this. Steve

announced a busy social programme for
December which continues through next
year. For details see the back page and

the Programme Handbook.

Hancock Ralisod




Welcometo6 Ma ki ng .Wavesao Phil Bostock, Editor

Another great edition of the Benfleet Yacht Club Newsletter for you. The
contributors set a high standard once again. If you are new to the club we
would love to hear from you. Share your story - send it in by about
November. There is a | ot going on at
if you are a new member. If you are an established member you will

already know not to miss out. See the back page and the Handbook for

more details.

 This year had crazy weather with some of the best sailing days before

" June. Jeff Richardsondéds (Cruiser Capt
greatly enjoyed. We left an impression on Hoo, it seems, and have been

invited back to make more mischief. Benfleet boats got everywhere. Keron
Riley candt get the Baltic out of hi s
Sweden. Read his account in this mag. | know others sailed to the

Netherlands and the South Coast. Benfleet ambassadors have travelled

far and wide.

Benfleet Creek

One of the best reasons to have a shoal draught boat is being able to sail or chug up Benfleet Creek very early on the
tide. The mud banks are beginning to cover and birds fuss and bob along the waters edge. There is a rustle as you
pass and they flutter away surprised by your presence, not expecting you to be there, but quickly reassembling in busy
groups. There are so many species of birds my shameful ignorance of their names is exposed. Conversations become

one long inventory describing the colour of legs, beak, head, throat, tummy, tail, etc, etc. It all makes sailing seem quite
easy in comparison.

Looking at the wildlife makes you more aware of the environment around the club and the creek. Aren't we Iucky’P Not
quite unspoiled but just distanced far enough away from the bustle to make it a gem of a place.
Don't tell too many people. Let it be just our secret.

It seems Charlie was a model patient.
Al ve been in hosp



Cadets celebrate at their
Christmas Dinner and prizegiving

Three dinghy sailors celebrated their success, and
survival, of the 2011 Nore Race at the Prizegiving
evening.

In the Class 4, O6Lovejoy
Richard Smith was first in Aolian, Albacore,

Ashley Manning was 2nd in Half Cut a Laser and
Richard Saunders was 3rd in 2-B-Zar, a Laser.

Richard Smith also picked up the Albacore Trophy
and Ashley Manning the Whitbread Trophy.

It was pretty windy that day and very tiring for
| dinghy sailors. They admitted they were
6shatteredd at the end of

Prizegiving evening was a great success; down on
numbers partly due to the race day weather
holding down dinghy sailor numbers. But the band
was very good, the dancing enthusiastic, the food
excellent with more than just a few well deserved
drinks enjoyed.

The Nore Race this year is on
Saturday 30th June




Benfleet Pirates Invade Hoo: Message 25 July 2011 from John Pulleyblank
AHI Guys.

Just a little note to let you know that we all enjoyed another fine welcome from Hoo Ness Yacht
Club. As usual they went out of their way to make sure our visit would be one to be remembered.

As you know the theme was pirates, so they welcomed us with canons and the bar staff dressed for
the occasion. All of which helped to make it a very fine day.

| have enclosed a couple of poems that they had composed and printed to help us settle in for
the long evening to come, which indeed helped us to prepare for the vast amount of beer and wine
that was compulsory to consume. But thanks to endless bar training Benfleet did manage to put
away all that was put before them.

Regards, John Pul
Photos are from the Hoo website; www.hooness.org.uk

oM BENFLEET

COME F
o YOU HAVE SSED.
AND AS A PIRATE DR ouU
BENBOW INN DOES WELCOME YOU-
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BLESSEDIII
........ ND ALL OF YOU ARE

“umrmmnmll&
A SPOT THAT'S BLACK AS INK.

THE LUCKLESS ONE THAT FINDS THE “SPOT"
MAY EAT THEN HAVE A “SUP”»

BUT AFTER THAT, POOR SOUL YOU'LL FIND.

YOU'LL DO THE WASHING-UP]]




Cruising in 2012 Jeff Richardson, Cruiser Captain

The 2011 cruising programme was a great success.

| would like to thank all those who attended the functions
for their support, and | ar
cruising program. -

| have picked out these highlights.

May 5th: Chatham weekend is slightly different again.

| have arranged a meal in the Ship & Trades pub for
Saturday evening. We will still be having the barbeque on
Sunday afternoon. Some drink will be supplied by the club.

May 12th: Honolulu at Hoo Yacht Club. A Hawaiian
theme with a sit down roast. Fancy dress is optional.

August 8th: | have arranged a meal at the Medway
Sailing Club. This is something we haven't done for many years as a club.

August 25th Bank Holiday Weekend: We are going east to Ramsgate if weather permits.

| have tried to arrange these events using the best tides available. Please see the back page and
the Programme Handbook for further cruising events.
Good Sailing in 2012'!

Good Food at Benfleet YC

! Tina Waters has taken over the lunchtime catering with
18 help from Ray her father. Tina has been serving on
#= occasions behind the club bar for several years and says

| she sees this as a real oppo
" club are so friendly it is a
retired wel der. Al l i ke cook
hel p out my daughter. o

Tina plans to have simple, g

finding out what people like to eat. Most of the food is

cooked from fresh and some is home made. The soups

have been popular. It can take time to cook from fresh but
members appreciate the resul’
Al was thinking of having fo
every week to give a bit of variety. We could do good
homemade pies. If anybody has an idea what they would

|l i ke to see on the menu | wo!
AWe are keen to |l earn so i f
better then please tel]l me .

Tina and Rayb6s cooking can b
Tuesday through Sunday at | u
daughter Robyn enjoys her mui
and has had fun at Cadet Week.



Round Canvey Race 2011, a rowing and row/sailing race. Penny Jones

It was planned that we had a

staggered start from BYC as soon [§

as the tide allowed, headed out
towards Canvey Point, round the
outside of Canvey and enter Hole
Haven Creek to return to Benfleet
Yacht Club at about the same
time as high tide for the quickest
boats. This gave enough time and
tide for the slower boats.

Race day saw the sun shining -
T-shirt weather - and a lightish
SSW. Glorious. We had craft from
Gravesend Rowing Club,
Gravesend Regatta Committee,
Queenborough Rowing Club,
Island Yacht Club, Lower Thames
Rowing Club, Benfleet Yacht Club
and Cheshire! (apparently he has
relations on Canvey).1 kayak, 7
rowing boats, 6 sailing boats and
49 competitors took part in the
race with an age range from 15 to
70 years.

As usual it all started in the bar over a pint! We had been out for a paddle and decided
that we needed to set a challenge for ourselves and that needed other rowers; we
needed a race!

Heads were put together, ideas thrashed about, plans and sponsorship were put in
place. Thank you Anne and Bill Adams. It was decided that it would be a rowing/
paddling and row/sailing race. The date selected, Saturday 3™ September, was chosen
so that the tide was high enough and during the afternoon (for beer & BBQ) and there
would be enough water to get round. It would have been a bit unfortunate if we all dried
out round East Haven Creek due to lack of water.

Now to decide what types of vessels could take part. The only stipulation for craft was
that they had to be suitable for deep sea rough conditions, and that any sailing craft had
to be able to lower their masts to go under the two tidal barrages and two road bridges.
We had some discussion about sailing craft being able to capsize to go under the
bridges, but we decided that people and masts in the water, and heavy gigs rowing

through, was probably not a good idea.
¥ . !

Despite the apprehension by some
crews as to the challenge the
course faced all said how much they
enjoyed the unigueness of the
course. It was great to see such a
mix of boats competing in the one
race and the camaraderie between
teams was fantastic. Gravesend RC
arrived to find that one of their
footplates was either left behind or
lost on route, and without it you
cand6t row. We were
coastal four that day so they
borrowed one of ours only to find it
was not the right width for their
fittings. Keith Webster came to
rescue dashing home to get a
longer length of aluminium piping for



a temporary fix. I f we hadndédt have done that they woul dnt

Keith also showed his skills in the day before the race. The BYC skiff was to be crewed by Keith, Sheila and Lisa, but Lisa
became unfit and unable to row. With Keithés dodgy el bow,
mast in the skiff. Borrow one mast, add some fittings and bobs your uncle. Had no idea how she would sail and with a

crew who could row well but had never sailed, it was going to be an interesting voyage. But that was the spirit of the day.

We had skiffs, gigs, sliding seat rowing boats, a Laser Pico, Wayfarer and lug sail dinghies as well as the sea kayak. BYC
members manned the safety boats and even the PLA turned out with an additional safety boat. The fastest finishers were
Gravesend Rowing Club ladies who took 2hr 15 mins to complete the 14 % mile course in their racing coastal four. The
first sailing boat home was in fact the adapted BYC skiff. The wooden spoon went to Nick Webster and crew who took 4%
hrs in his lugsail dinghy.

All the competitors were presented
with framed photos of themselves
during the race. We had a
photographer on one of the safety

"+ boats who took all the shots before
they got to Two Tree. Here he was
dropped off and ferried back to the
club where another team took over
with the photo production and
printing.

Our thanks go to them and also to all
those who freely gave their time for
safety boat duty, race officer and all
the other jobs that needed doing.

The next O6Round Canyv
Saturday 1°' September 2012




Bosundos Rath Gushing
o por > We have had another splendid year in our launching and hauling out all your boats. The
tractors and trolleys have given us excellent service. Unfortunately the winch wire

developed a kink and when it was shortened, it was too short for our larger boats and was
deemed to be unsafe. This is being replaced for the start of next season.

I would remind members that we can only go up to 29' bilge keel boats on our club
trolleys. We have no club trolleys for fin keel boats and these need to be provided by the
members. Please can you ensure that the name of your boat is painted on your trolley to
help us locate it for your haul out in the autumn. Thank you.

The moorings this year were well used with only nine spaces in 'C' trot and 'F' and 'G'
trots. The bankside moorings are still full with a waiting list and at the last mooring
meeting it was reiterated that only keel boats will be allocated a mooring as there is
nowhere else for them to moor. This has been the policy for some years. The mooring in
the Ray (HR0200) was replaced with new chains and a new buoy by Durrell, the
fisherman who does this for us as he has all the gear for lifting and inspection. This year
we intend to replace the chains on TT617 and TT619, the buoys we use in the hole, and
to move one of them into deeper water as the bank has moved through the year.

The jacks continue to be serviced by Ray Saunt with some additional machining work by John Garrard. When using the
jacks please use extreme care and report any faults to us to enable us to repair them as soon as possible.

We only have three defaultersé boats on site and our Hon.
so they can eventually be disposed of. The trimaran Cousheen has now been finally resolved with all monies, less our
charges, going to the owners, but this all takes time as we must follow the correct procedure.

The number of boats on site, including the defaulters, amounts to 190 boats. Most concrete pads have been taken up, just
four or five still spare. The trolleys at the main gate have also been recorded with two being moved to our scrap area. All
scrap will be removed at the Spring Working Party. It takes a considerable amount of work by Colin McLellan and myself to
ensure all boats are logged and charges are allocated to the appropriate members.

Our vote of thanks must go to all the mooring members who help out during the week under the Beach Masters; Brian Little
Monday, Ken Evans Tuesday, Alan Wright Wednesday, Tony Forey Thursday, Colin McLellan Friday, the Bosun Saturdays.
There are no launches on Sunday for safety reasons as the slip is allocated to sailing on this day. Like boatyards the teams
need a rest. We have just had two new members Richard Munro and Dave Halsey joining the crews during the week and
new member Stephen West joining the crane team.

This yeaYotAwand&d® must go t o Liatwo. ktoaol thraewmeekendbsuoreventwallytdul out the
boat for one reason or another.

Wishing you all a Happy 2012 Sailing Season.




Easter Bonnets! Ann Adams explains:

AThe Big Red Rooster Steve B
his lively brood of nesting Ducks and Chicks:

Nicola Scriven, Sue Hancock, Alison Scriven, Alice Millward,
Wendy Webster and Ann (The Milliner) Adams.

Whatever the species,

these birds of a feather
stuck together and . Ty , |
produced a fine array of - | - ' '
eggs for the 2011 Easter Parade, accompanied by lots of fledglings with fancy hats.

« the end my seven grandkids
were all chocolated out and
eggbound. o

¥ Thanks to all those BYC
. members who supported us.




Junior Cadet Sail Training, Adam Smith, Dinghy Captain

Starting this year we will be running a series of six junior cadet sail training days aimed
at the younger Cadets, predominantly in Optimists, each on a Saturday, as follows;

Meeting Time High Water
Saturday 21 April - 1110hrs 1342hrs
Saturday 19" May - 1010hrs 1239hrs
Saturday 23" June - 1310hrs 1541hrs
Saturday 21° July - 1220hrs 1448hrs
Saturday 1% September - 1140hrs 1352hrs
Saturday 13" October - 0900hrs 1126hrs

At this stage please just mark these dates in your diaries. If you are interested it would be helpful if you sent me your e-mail
address so that | can set up a specific mail group. Then | can tell you of plans for the day in good time. Please e-mail me at:
fadam_j smith@talk2l1.como ,

We will try to build on the skills that the younger Cadets learn during the Cadet Week as well as start to introduce them to

some competitive sailing and racing. This will not form part of any RYA syllabus but rather encourage the younger Cadets

with regular sailing and racing. Hopefully in a few years time, with friendships forged in the club, they will want to participate in
the clubés sailing events and take part in the series rac:

Over the coming months | will put together some plans for these days with the emphasis being on enjoyment on the water.
For certain we will look to hold the events east of the club house and past the first moorings. This has the benefit of clear
water with several buoys to sail and race around and we can start to get the younger cadets used to sailing in the less
sheltered parts of the creek to build confidence.

As with Cadet Weeks, boats will be towed down to the sailing

area by the Dory and Rib at the beginning of the tide hence the
requested early arrival times to ensure boats are ready to go L 4
together.

On a serious note, it is not the intention for these days to be run
in Cadet Week style with pare
care. We will need parents to be there on land to help rigging,
launching and packing away, with maybe a few assisting on the
water. We dondét want too many
causing obstructions and distractions. Several instructors have
offered support and their help is welcome.

| sincerely hope that these events will prove to be a success and i
be enjoyed by both the Cadets taking part and the parents and
adults assisting. Thank you for your support.

Dinghies for Cadet Week.

It is becoming increasingly difficult to hire boats from the RYA to
support Cadet Week. Their policy of support seems to be changing
but is a bit indeterminate at present.

The club has 7 Toppers, 7 Optimists, 2 RS Fevas and one GP 14.

Last year there was a discount given if cadets used their own boats
and several cadets saved themselves a little bit of money.

For this yearo6s Cadet Week the di
would be very helpful if more cadets made their own arrangements
to get a boat if possible.

We hope enough RYA dinghies will be available but if you can find
a dinghy to sail it would help everyone. Thanks.




Sabreuse launches at last. Keith Webster
We bought t hassrose8redr e 2756

spectacles quick refit. It was a little worse than
we thought and needed new rudder and skeg,
new engine and beds, new stern gear, new
chainplates, structural work forward, new
rubbing bands, hull and deck repainting, new
wiring loom, plumbing, windows, etc

Well here we are three years later and
Sabreuse (ex Sabre run, ex Hi Jean) finally
went sailing on her first trip to Stangate.

Launching day was coincidentally my 50"
birthday so a dual celebration ensued with a
party on the quay, after which the boat was
renamed by Wendy with a splash of F
bubbly. Many of you will have followed ﬁ“ '
progress and a month before launch | '
didnét think it was
was still miles from being finished. Wendy
had a fortnightos h@H
everything else and went all out to get her
in the water.

The myriad little jobs got slimmed down
and there is still quite a lot to do, but she
was sailable at last! Engine trials took
place over the weekend and she went
well . The &éBeta 16606
prop which is a 120 x 100 two bl ade is
to have it laying around so for now it will do! We had a couple of weekends away and
we are very pleased with her as she has proved to be one of the best balanced boats |
have ever sailed.

Was it all worth it? Now she is in commission, Yes. Only the fact she was very cheap in
the first place made it even halfway economic, plus the fact that | did all the work on her.
Now laid up again with mast down and shortly to do the last big job, drop the ballast keel
check the keel bolts and re-bed the keel.

Would | do it again? Probably not! | would look for a boat where some nutcase had rebuilt it already!

Quiz Night crazy

Hilary Sheers and Wendy Webster
led teams of often baffled members
and their friends through a maze of
troubling questions. It was a great
evening. A team won, a team got the
wooden spoon, and everyone had a
good time. Fish and chips kept
brains supple and energy levels
high. A fair bit of refreshment was
taken to lubricate the intellectual
processes.

Success follows success as the next
Quiz Night is planned for Saturday
3rd March at 7pm. It is suggested
that you arrive on time as these quiz
masters are raring to go.

See the back page for the Social
Highlights of 2012 at BYC.




Lust for sail, Bill Martin

It's strange how a quirk of fate can impact your life. | was eighteen years old and

waiting for a train at Victoria Station, my destination Canterbury. With time to spare, |
browsed the station bookshop. My eye cau.
priced at I/6d (old money) and it was as much as | could afford, so | bought it. It told

the stories of many pre-war sailors and their voyages, introducing me to sailors such

as Joshua Slocombe, Phillip Voss, Alain Gebrault, Bernard Montessier, and many

others. | was captivated. | kept the book all through my service days, reading and
rereading it many times, dreaming that one day | might make similar voyages.

Returning to 6Civvy Sté at the end of thi
met and married my girl, brought up a family and always kept my dream. Now fifty
years old, my family grown up, | felt it time to realize my ambition.

Over dinner one evening | made this p
house, buy a sail boat and sail t

that was the gist of it. | was surprised at her astonishment and response. "Are you
quite mad?" This | took to be a No, No. However, | persevered and finally Doreen

. L : =5 agreed to my building a boat in the garden. | suspect she thought | would never finish
it and give up. My son Frank Iearnlng about the project was as enthusiastic as | and we agreed to build the boat together.
Every weekend and spare moment we worked and enjoyed seeing our boat take shape.

Nine years later, at a cost of £2000 we had the completed boat
lifted over the house, £400 to transport it to Dauntless boatyard
where we completed the standing rigging. We named her "Kerrie
Dawn" after my granddaughter and my daughter in law. And then
the launch in the spring of 1987. We had already joined the yacht
club and so our dream began.

Two months after launching, with more confidence than sense or
ability, we took off for Calais. Yes! We made it quite successfully,
feeling as Columbus must have done on arriving in America. We
have been many times to Calais since and have a soft spot for the
place. One could moor on a finger berth for a fiver or lay next to the
wall for £2-50. Many happy memories there. | remember of the time
when Morse tied a blow up inflatable female doll to the crosstrees of
Jim Grain's Southerly. Members were crying in their beer with ‘
laughter, watching an irate Jim as he tried to knock down the
fluttering doll with a broom and a boathook.

y We've made so many friends since joining the club so
many years ago. What pleasure there is when meeting
a Benfleet boat in some far away place. | remember
mooring with several club boats in that delightful club
marina at Goes in Holl and.
a barbeque on the go; John and June Cray "Nimbus"
turning up, June dressed as a fairy, John as an Arab.

§ Then CIiff Hoskins gently sailed onto the moorings on
his boat "Pelican" sailing single handed as usual.
Without any help from CIliff, his boat was secured. As
he stepped off the boat he was handed a glass of wine and a platter of delicious food. Frank said to me," You know dad the
moon landing could not have been timed any better."

The Green Caravan has many happy memories for me. It was a meeting place for humour and problem solving. If you
wanted to know how to tie a bowline with one hand tied behind your back while hanging upside down, some one would
know and someone else would know a better way. Friendliness, humour and comradeship, that was the Green Caravan.

There was also 6Curry nightso6 when the caravan smelt |ike

Bernie Little was Bosun at the time. His entry into the green caravan was usually met with good humoured groans. Bernie

was a wartime petty officer in the Royal Navy, and a retired shipwright. Most problems relating to the sea he could resolve,

but he could be fallible in other matters. Once in Ostend, in a hilarious mixture of Dutch and French, he ordered a round of
drinks. We finished up drinking raspberry beer. Criticism
cracking girl who served us! o

Some time ago while talking to Ken Ford (Sam Shepherd) he said to me, "The best thing | ever did was joining this club”. |
was rather moved by this as Frank and | had sponsored his application. Of course | endorsed his sentiments and said to
Frank, "I think Ken was right, | also believe that the best thing we ever did was to join Benfleet Yacht Club".
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| ands Bench In memory of lan Campen
I talked to Il andéds wife, Carol Campen about one of |l anés

AWe used to walk along the creek and sit on th
time this old bench was replaced. é He said he
his memory after he had gone. 0

Jeff Cook helped to get the sturdy steel bench modified to include a sailing boat motif, and he
and their son, Chris Campen laid the base and fastened the bench securely in place. It is at the
very end of the pathway east, overlooking the creek and the marshes. It is planned to have a

simple plaque saying, Olands Bencho.

Ail't is actually a very c;h»"m___ a
place to sit and reflecti- S =—asn
he a down here on the

. Carol plans to go sailing in
Shockwave with Chris and Lisa.

Al quite enjoy si
not scared of a

¢« He has been Father Christmas at |
the childrends Cj
h last two years, which proves her  §
"% point. (Editor)

Winter Series
Dinghy Races

Race Officer:
Sue Hancock

Support boats:

In the Dory: Stuart Godfrey
and Keith Cushing

In the Rib: Tony Cole
and James Hancock



