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Sailing to Benfleet 
 

Every year hundreds of local boats sail the tidal waters around Southend. For the members of Benfleet Yacht Club the 5NM (10km) journey from the pier takes about an hour 
unless the they have a lunch stop in the Ray if they are early on the tide. Local knowledge makes this trip safe and routine 

 

At low tide the creek and the foreshore dry to soft mud. Spring tides are  6 metres (20 ft) and currents of 2 knots (4kph) run in and out. There very few official visitors moorings in 
the area although local clubs are generally friendly if you ask them nicely. Mooring holders pay quite a bit of money to Southend Council or the Port of London Authority which 
might explain some protective behaviour. Anchoring in the Ray is possible away from the moorings and is a real pleasure in settl ed weather during the day, but not ideal 
overnight. A strong westerly wind over a rising tide in these shallow waters can make the Ray a wild place to be. 
 

Charts of this area are usually quite poor being based on old information and there are few commercial reasons to update them. The sand and mud banks have shifted about and 
these old charts can be decidedly unhelpful. So I decided to survey the area myself! Here are a collection of charts of Benfleet Creek and two key areas of the Ray based on 
survey work from a dinghy with an outboard motor made during July 2011. It would be interesting to survey other areas along the foreshore but it all takes a bit of labour so that 
will have to wait. 
 

I hope you find these charts useful. Remember they are just diagrams. Use them with care and judgement. If you find any anomalies let me know so I can check and update them. 
 

I have assigned copyright of these charts to Benfleet Yacht Club. They are based on simple survey techniques and the best I can do but they come with no guarantee as to 
accuracy. Free for personal use. Contact the BYC for commercial use. 
                     Phil Bostock. Sept 2011. 



Passage Plan for Benfleet Creek. 
 
First step, make arrangements for a mooring. The creek dries entirely. You will need to arrange the loan of a bankside mooring or a place to take the ground. 
 
Start your approach about two or three hours before high water to be comfortable. See chart 6. Leave the Leigh buoy (also called the Lo-way buoy by locals) to starboard with a 
heading of about 320 deg. Ahead you will see a Red and Green pair of buoys. Then steer about 300 deg toward a second Red and Green pair. This channel is further north than that 
marked on older charts or C-Map cartridges  with very shallow water south of the first red. This section is really only a problem near low tide springs. 
 
Head for a Yellow safe water mark about 290 deg, noting that the best water is slightly south of the direct line. On a bearing of 300 deg. ahead are fishing boat moorings.  
If you would like to anchor for lunch the region south of a line between the Yellow buoy and the first fishing boat moorings is suitable. The holding is fair, mud and sand, so fine for 
a lunch stop in settled weather.  
 
Follow the fishing boat moorings around to port. A heading of about 260 deg takes you towards the  west end of the Ray. Just keep an eye on the depth. For a short stop you may 
be lucky with a mooring buoy here but be ready to go if challenged. 
 
The west end of the Ray, see chart 5, has a shallow patch that local boats sneak around near low water but you might as well wait for a bit more depth. If the sands are covered you 
Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƻǊŜŘ ōƻŀǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ IoleΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
protected and tranquil spot. A buoyed channel to Smallgains Creek runs off to the left just before the Hole. The mooring buoys run around to the right to a bearing of 350-360 deg. 
See the picture below. You have a choice of targets. See chart 4. 

 

The two green cones, hats, mark the end of the Two Tree Island slipway, chart 4. To the east, the deepest water is 
north of a line joining the hats, but you obviously need to keep south as you turn to approach them. Ahead lies the 
Two Tree moorings, quite closely spaced. You can weave through them on a heading of about 265 deg until you are 
south of all the boats. 
 

Ahead due west you should see BYC No 1 buoy, a green starboard hand mark (see chart 3) and  you can relax a little. 
You just need to follow the buoys up the creek keeping them a boat width away.  The Benfleet Yacht Club maintains 
these buoys which are officially classed as dinghy racing marks because the authorities take no responsibility for 
them. You may therefore take them for guidance but keep an eye on your depth gauge. Officially you are on your 
own. 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊΦ {ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ wŜŘ ōǳƻȅ уΣ ǇƻǊǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪ όǎŜŜ  ŎƘŀǊǘ нύΣ ƛǎ ŀ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ ƳŀǊƪ Ψ¸ΩΦ 
This really is a dinghy racing mark only! At night, when all buoys look black, it can be confused with something you 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŜŜǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΗ 
 
[ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ ōǳƻȅ Ψ·Ω ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴ ōǳƻȅ ммΦ LƎƴƻǊŜ ƛǘΦ 
 

.ŜȅƻƴŘ wŜŘ ōǳƻȅ мсΣ ǇƻǊǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪΣ ƭƛŜǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ǊƻǎǎƻǾŜǊΩΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŜŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƛƳes so far. This time it is more abrupt. Between 16 and 
18 keep away from the north bank a little if you want the deepest water. Then follow 18, 20 22 quite closely around to the left, port (see chart 1). Go quite close to 22 before you 
turn right, starboard  passed 17.   
 
Then you are on the home straight, passed the moored boats to the Benfleet Yacht Club with Dauntless Boatyard beyond. 


